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THE GERMAN RISORGIMENTO 


ERMAN nationalism won a great victory at 
the polls on March 5 when 52.5 per cent of 
the German electorate voted for the Hitler-Papen- 
Hugenberg coalition. The Nazis alone received 
the support of practically 44 per cent of the elec- 
torate, increasing their popular vote by more than 
4,000,000 and their Reichstag mandates by 92. 
Since the coalition now has a majority in the new 
Reichstag, the German political deadlock is at 
last broken. 


The election was preceded by a frenzied four 
weeks’ campaign during which the most ruthless 
measures were taken to suppress the opposition. 
In the early morning of February 28, an incen- 
diary fire partially destroyed the Reichstag build- 
ing. The government placed the blame on the 
Communists, despite the fact that the alleged 
Dutch Communist charged with starting the fire 
had been expelled from his party two years ago 
as an agent provocateur. Making full use of the 
incident the Hitler government instituted a vir- 
tual reign of terror in the Reich. An emergency 
decree was immediately promulgated which sus- 
pended all constitutional guarantees of inviolabil- 
ity of private property, personal liberty, freedom 
of the press, secrecy of postal communications and 
right of assembly. Hundreds of Communist lead- 
ers were jailed; Socialist and Communist papers 
were indiscriminately banned; and liberal papers 
were temporarily suspended for mildly question- 
ing the Communist’s responsibility for the fire. 
The use of the radio during the entire campaign 
was denied to all except Nazi and Nationalist 
speakers, who utilized all facilities to work up a 
great Communist scare while at the same time lay- 
ing the blame for all of Germany’s present difficul- 
ties on the moderate governments in power during 
the past fourteen years. The opposition seemed 
completely cowed by these repressive measures, 
and the Nazis proceeded to a wholesale ousting of 
local and provincial officials in Prussia, who were 


promptly replaced by National Socialists and Na- 
tionalists. 


The campaign of terror was supplemented by 
huge Nazi demonstrations which aroused the Ger- 
man people to a fever pitch of excitement. Never- 
theless, the actual voting is reported to have pro- 
ceeded in accordance with traditional German or- 
derliness and 87 per cent of the qualified elec- 
torate turned out on election day. Despite the 
anti-Marxist terror, the Social Democrats were 
able to hold their own fairly well, but the Com- 
munists showed a big loss. According to the pro- 
visional official returns, the new Reichstag is com- 
posed as follows: 


March 5, November 6, 

Parties 1983 1932 
National Socialist ................ 288 196 
Hugenberg Nationalist ...... 52 51 
Catholic Center ............:c0000 73 69 
Bavarian People’s ................ 20 20 
SI cacti icchceiabecesostucbaannseis 5 2 
Social Democratic ................ 120 121 
COMI dhieccsttccicmcone 81 100 
es ran 8 24 
een 647 583 


All the important parties except the Commu- 
nists suffered small losses, which apparently ac- 
crued to the Nazis. The latter, however, doubtless 
owe much of their added strength to the great 
number of former non-voters. These included not 
only people previously indifferent to politics but 
also the hundreds of young men and women who 
see in Hitler the Messiah of a new order. 


Despite the pre-election terror, Germany has 
so far preserved constitutional forms. The Hitler- 
Papen government has now received a clear man- 
date from the people. The Nazis alone, however, 
do not have a parliamentary majority and are 
thus dependent on their Nationalist colleagues. It 
has been reported that the Nazis are considering 
the possibility of excluding the Communists from 
the Reichstag when that body convenes shortly. 
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Such action would doubtless be unconstitutional 
and the Hugenberg Nationalists are apparently 
opposing it, for it would give the Hitlerites alone 
the majority in a rump Reichstag. Moreover, 
the opposition has managed to maintain its Reichs- 
tag representation fairly well and will certainly 
be a force to be reckoned with. In the main- 
tenance of the coalition as well as in the formula- 
tion of future policies, the influence of President 
von Hindenburg and of the Reichswehr (army) 
may be decisive. 

Meanwhile the government has continued to 
consolidate its position by displacing the local ad- 
ministrations in Hamburg, Bremen, Liibeck and 
Hesse. The elections to the Prussian Diet on 
March 5 gave the Nazi-Nationalist coalition a 
majority in that state, and for the first time the 
National Socialist party in Bavaria polled a larger 
vote than the Bavarian People’s party. 

The new Reichstag is expected to meet early 
in April, probably in the old garrison church 
in Potsdam, in an atmosphere full of memories of 
past imperial glories. Furthermore, it is reported 
that one of the first acts of the new Parliament 
will be to replace the black, red and gold Repub- 
lican flag by the old black, white, red banner of 
the Empire. The Reichstag is then expected to 
pass enabling legislation, which will give the gov- 
ernment full power for a long period of time, and 
adjourn. 


Dispatches from Berlin indicate that, having 
won its victory at the polls, the Hitler-Papen gov- 
ernment apparently realizes that it must pursue a 
policy of internal reconstruction for which Euro- 
pean peace is essential. The future alone will 
show whether Hitler the agitator is capable of be- 
coming Hitler the statesman. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER. 
The League Acts in South-American Conflicts 


As a result of Colombia’s action of February 
18, when it invoked Article XV of the Covenant to 
bring its conflict with Peru before the Council, the 
League of Nations for the first time in its his- 
tory has assumed direct jurisdiction over a Latin- 
American dispute. Hostilities between the two 
countries broke out on February 14 when, after 
the apparent failure of Brazil’s efforts to mediate, 
the Colombian flotilla on the Amazon proceeded up 
the Putumayo River to re-establish Colombia’s 
authority in the narrow corridor of land between 
the Putumayo and Amazon Rivers which had been 
seized by Peruvians last September. 

On February 21 the League Council entrusted 
to its Committee on Latin-American disputes the 
task of conciliating the conflict between Colombia 
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and Peru. After securing the parties’ consent 
to a suspension of fighting, this committee pro. 
posed that an international commission assume 
temporary control over the disputed region, ar- 
range for the withdrawal of Peruvian troops and 
the policing of the region by Colombian troops 
under its control. In return, Colombia was to 
agree to discuss a friendly settlement of the 
boundary question with Peru. Although Colom. 
bia accepted immediately, Peru on March 5 re. 
jected that portion of the committee’s proposal 
permitting occupation of the region by Colombian 
troops, and suggested the withdrawal of Colom- 
bian, as well as Peruvian, troops. In Geneva 
there now appears a disposition to terminate con- 
ciliation and to move promptly toward the adop- 
tion of a final report containing the Council’s 
recommendations; its rejection by Peru would 
then be followed by the imposition of an arms 
embargo and possibly by the withdrawal of diplo- 
matic representatives from Lima. 


The League’s action in this dispute has been 
supported wholeheartedly by the United States, 
The State Department has not only definitely in- 
dicated for the first time that it has no objection 
to the assumption of direct jurisdiction over 
Latin-American questions by the League, but has 
urged both parties to accept the plan of settlement 
proposed by the League Committee. 


On March 2 the League Council also acted in 
the Chaco dispute when, on the initiative of Great 
Britain and France, it unanimously although in- 
formally recommended to the states members of 
the League the adoption of a plan for a world- 
wide arms embargo on Bolivia and Paraguay. 
The formal adoption of this embargo proposal is 
not possible, however, without the cooperation of 
the United States, and that, in turn, awaits action 
by Congress authorizing the President to proclaim 
an arms embargo against countries involved in 
international conflicts. Meanwhile Bolivia and 
Paraguay are reported to have accepted with 
“modifications” the peace proposals jointly pre- 
sented on February 25 by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
and Peru. Although the mediating countries pro- 
fess optimism, the recent action of the Paraguay- 
an Congress in authorizing a declaration of war 
against Bolivia, and the tension that has developed 
between Chile and Bolivia as the result of a dis- 
pute over the right claimed by the latter to im- 
port arms through Chilean territory do not augur 
well for a pacific settlement. J. C. pEWILDE. 


Ten Years of Tyranny in Italy, by Pietro Nenni. London, | 
Allen and Unwin, 1932. 17s. 6d. 


An Italian Socialist bitterly denounces Fascism. 
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